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Lord God, we turn now to you in prayer and meditation. We
somehow sense that prayer is an avenue by which we can come
$o you . . sven tho it is more like an unmarked trail for

some of us, and otherg havetraveled: in the-wrang ditection,
for mpst of s AYEL has—bee U Reg-EXDatTia B0
BIE Q& - e ned - i -.' -
Teach us to pray. And to find the relationship with you

which will change our lives

We know that it is a good thing that we have come together to
worship, Sometimes it isn't very exciting - but then It
probably is always fearful for creaturs to comefbos to Face
with creator, S50 we acknowledge you to all powerful and
almighty and praise your name as best we can, and as sincarely
as we can,

We could truly be thankful people if we could accept our own
limitztions, our own finiteness, But we who have responded
to your seeking love in Christ recognize the glory of being
your children, 50 we rejoice and give thanks, e grateflly
receive your blessings of prosperity, of relationships of
love and Piiendship, of your presence in times of stress, of
your leadership when decisions are called for, of your
judgemental spirit of love when we falter, and of your merci-
ful spirit of forgivness when we stray, We thank you that in

Christ we have been made new . . eny new motivatisns ehd
(psﬁ;;i{gé,f+ﬂﬁugam\h§g~rﬂnliza thiaﬁgﬁﬁigigsncb"b?tz:f?/mir-
agle,

Now Lord, thru the wesk ahead, give us the grace that injury
may not awaken in us the desiee for revenge, that injustice
may not embitter uws and that unfair criticism may not enrage
us, Grant that we may not be ones who hurt others but may

we be indignant when others are hurt, ut.zgydgr

hatred with love & g--~ing}t'i.-u1;l:’y'gi eness, }E -:us to

land inflyenge &6 all’ crz(fn dedfcated to human dignity.

ay we sven be brave enough to lead dome causs which is nesdec

to bring your saving grace to someone else, fiay we become
mbers of the team rather than spegtatore; participante; in
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Now, Qur Father, we intercede for all conditions of men. So
vast and great are people's needs - yet we want to include
them all, especially those that now pass thru our mind, Lé-dt
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0 Lord, soon we shall close khe book of another year, That
which is written is written but thanks to you the burdens
and guilt of much of it can be erased in your love, For we
know that as far as the east is from the west, that far do
you remove our transgressions from us, Teke from the book
of 1975 the pages which are marred by sin, torn by self-will,
and made unintellible by failure,

Help us to discard all wnworthy things and not carry them

into the new year, Take the dust and dead leaves from our

lives, remove from us the vicious habits, the wnworthy mo-

tives, the lusts of the flesh, the ignoble passions of the
heart, Do away with the grudges, the bitterness, the mean
disposition, the selfishness and the greed,

Help us to carry into the new year all the geod that has
been given us this past year , , whether that good came as
a gift or was done thru our efforts. The days have seen
mach that ought never forget, and they have added, in your
providence, wisdom to our stature. Let us carry forward the
love of our fellow man and the love of you which matured or
found its begimning in the days past, May the increased
affection and relationship wé found with others be enlarged
and deepened, May we lose nothing that is good} and may we
keep nothing that is evil/,

We praise and thank you for the blessings we have experienced,
presently experience and will experience thru our Lord, We
Imow him as the up-to-date Christ and we affirm that his truth
is sure, his grace cannot be depleted, and his loaf does not
diminish,

We are aware of much feult and failure in our nation, O Godj
Relp us to patiently wait and work for your deliverance, and
hwlp us, from president on down to common citisen, to act
with high idealism and pure motive that our acts can become
‘he accasions Sor #ff you to fulfill your purposes, BRring
Justice to our land and peace to the world,

Move in and thru the church of Jesus Chirst in the world that
it may serve well the Christ and be used to save his people,

Grant your favor upon this church that the spirit of love may

abide among us, that we may do your good works, that we may
call others to the way of Christ, and thet we may spread the
good news of your salvation to the world,
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