
lord Cod of tn. linivers. , and cr.atorof the ~HJtrlftn 80ul rind 

without .hom ell ie m.aningl,sB , w. acknowedg. your Lordship 
os w. are united in this till"l of corporate worship . And w. 
who ha~. err.d in our att.mpts to mester life r.turn one. 
again to the sourc. of lif. . ;.1e who heve bean lad astray by 
raliance upon our ~n wills come beck to the security and 
jirection of' your will end purpose . 

W. ere 'o~what r.luctant to prais. end thank you•• for so 
ofhn w. hev......d only worde . But for thl Ufl that stir 
within USj for tha world with its b.auty end ugline5~ , for 
thl work which you have givan US to do, for fri.nds end loved 
ann; for the corllJany of good books and ",usic; ~,,~ for 11fl l l5 

phbsurea; and for the Christ w. thank you 

Giv. to us tender hlarts end compassionat. spirits to ell 
those who have hs. Joy, 1.1'115 food . hSIl conFidence, and hss 
purpose then .1 do. llie prey for those in whom the puIs. of 
life gr~9 week; for thosa who must b. abed thru all the sun­
lit hours , for thl over work.d who have no joy of' l1aeur. , for 
the bar.evln 8hoal heerts end homes erl dlso l ete , WI rpay for 
thosl II/ho or"ar th.msal"es 8S sllIcrifieIs the t othar ,"ights 
hev. dignity and Iv:: .. I ~ far tt,os a who mus t , baCillUS. :l"" ... ":~ion 
or infl ue nc. , make deci.ions which afflct the COuts. of menkinc 
movlment , w. ~ r8y fer those who anergils have b•• n ell but 
.x~ l n0ed end have only frustration and diBaproint~nt to show 
for it , fOr those who lebor constantly for good but whose 
.fforts era unacknowled~ld , unsuccessful , and Seer ned , 
end for thee. wheee vary existenc. is important only to you 
but to no one els• • 

~~k. us Christians who sre in mI5sion , el.rt to the demands 
of the Chriat , reedy , undlr hie l.eding , to bl rlconcilars 
end h.al.rs , reedy to rish for your sek. end for the 8.~' of 
othlrs . Take fro," us the rrentel of hypocrisy whIch in the 
eyps of the world , meku ue unworthy disciples . .T.ay WI become 
50 committ.d to Christ that 11/. give our b,Qt to th~. to who~ 
h. ~ev. his bl.t •• the 'I ll not thl tit ••11 , thl ainn.r not 
the s8int , the outcast not the accIPtabll , the dirty not the 
claen. t-Ielp U!I to recogn1z. thet ours i8 a hard task , ona 
which orhr!J no present honor , 88'" to be mor. phasing to 
you . 

So let ue open the lIfindows of our lives thet they mey be filled 
by the radiance or your prls.nc• • LIt th.r. b. not~ing wIthin 
us that derke,.., t he days whIch you he va giv.n U$ And ht US 
\IIith sure confld11nca v.nturl forth to b. your witnesses •• 
witn.sse" to the 8.ving truth end ection of our Lord .Jesus 

Christ . 



Almighty God, ~ho W~, berore time b.qan end .h? .ill be when 
tl>na 1.., ne. I»arp . you Slteth" Loro of tl is hc.ur Jr 1t.9 hav,) _ivan 
it til ~OIJ allo have b@E'n lOOklnq f:Jr yOU[' forqlveness .nd yOUt 
guio nLe. I~l~l u~ t , .. you L1.Ir ... f all th "'n'J[s of our 
livAs . ill 'IOU h"'u cur .. or-dE o f thenksgivi"g, 800 senee the 
gr" ti t " r ,j cl1 len 'JLJt "'., ..r ts t? you7 'h '\C 1/7" are not 
known for our hunillty, it i~ =o~etlmes • little hard to eck­
r .i.c.'Qa;., _ ht.. to yOlo . ti.l. ho, Out v.r)' live..: d",pond 
on t"'r cOl'l8hlocy o f your l~-ve .. s .hOlJfn In natllte, In the ue8 
of "1, tl tr.trit:3C'i!J·f 1.1:11 .. nc· OQL..!"r . ..at only U,~t, 
but t.1P cQn$ctouen·:t~ It(\('" ~ "'tPIlf!S8 lthich gives 11 fa ita -anin.: 
i a c\' '.. ("ro· .. ..r. t 'cd t,:.o Vl by eilline ctOa!:iv9 
oC'll!pr. I ... Ir.!.t'lt as lL'ell .('!"it it .. without you we could not 
fJCLt .... t .~') T fl...ct;:l, Ut., of :::o",r "e , WE 0'1.11 "It IId'1lit 
it Por th t i rontrMry to uur ~ture •. or .t l ••at what •• 
t'ii {"tit t 1"9 co !..lS . lr' IS l.to -t OJr Itrroc;sl"ICe, Ilccect 
11th t, !""t'd ,.. .'"Ie' thanksQivinq lite csn Orret. And if it b. posaibl 
s,..(:, It ,." t' !i'f ~C.l!l"!ftr<t;·~t .. ende.vcr tJ find W~ 'It: :::If' 
teo yin~ yOj for your bleseinq8. 

Lot ti ,ad , ril.:rinq theS E- deye or triftl and indeciaion abr08d in 
oLlr .f r ~. nElf'r1 ~o.- t-:eJldyJ,.,,.. inrluercp. Send us too 
spirf' of' ~r Lurd thMt even a~ld instabllitY.8 mey be confiden 
" :-,. (r s n ,nd lIur~ 'Jf t'ln r"tura. Our concerN. sra _ny 
~ • w ~lt. w~rld or brotherhcoc end peace. ~a pray 'or it
.1"' uL( .. ... , 0 If> d tr lnt) c,:, ... ~1t"'1ant eno action t""t • hallie 
• unalt Ptrt _n oran.rinq for it. ~e .ant a world In which 
t ~ tt fas, th" Y.J;-t.'r "d arc relec!: 'c, and t'l8 d",Jn­
t;:·'),~ liftq\ '.$J. As your C:ieciplas wa ought to heve • part i 
tr.• , ut rr'" .rr~id. r ke WII y o~r f '!ar . \I.i .ant L arid 
in ~~i=h the t~ are "~8 well. the undecided aruguidad, thme 
8 r It: nr r ~ rQ:tr"'r t.hg inful are forgiven. .,~ ;O:.l: tMtlSSGt 

we ! -IV"] thlj j~e.ge of -gt1Oi1 IWw!l thillt heels .I.d .:econcilea. Hal, 
uOl tl J!;8 it . . to t'prel.ld it. toJ ell it. blJt (':)(it of .11 to 
li'l(' it. r,f' loa "".rt you to Pl'IY Itts,ltiOf'" to our pereo,.l con­
CPf' .:3 - r,lf I Jtse!", '5 and f?r at, r9 -. Ilona at the prayers and 
yen'i."Cs 'n <ch I/oa e.c.' presant to you tOdey . 

0. th.t ,"a confess to blo your peoole in this hour, let UI '3e 
yn,Jt' pPOJie .t .11 thcs. ';a rtJotlly ojon:t '<now h.,. b ':l~.t e)(­
rcl ~e our di.lclpleehip com. (9:3J or l2) t Od.y . But .ill you 

dO t ~ t"t."", ro:- 1./5" Give 1.19 the d.--drE" to bs tht! chure,"! in 01.4" 
daily lives, and guide us 8S we se.k to do 80 , R@ceive no. the 
co .JIll t,.....nts 'I't! ',"-0(- in this 'lour •. 80 th.t th~ dllY8 .h~8d ....ill 
be anrichao for ourselve8. for othere and for you . . Thru Jesus 
Christ our Lcrci. 'I'IM!n. 
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VI 

C"ernal 'oc:, 1"lOIII VIe rora, to IOU . f:Jr we 111'10 are crea':ed ca ­
not a praOc /)u who craated as an eq~al. uut only in ~De 
spirit 0" s~plic.t1o.,. C 1118 do ,",ol al_~rGach thee a5 be;;l~ar 

;rove11ng before ytlu , for yOU have :,jiven us dign! ty . Yet 
In a 8ense we ue be~';at9 for you have given .ll t'al ws ""IIS . 
In humility we exprA8S our thanksgiving . In humility we acknow 
le&]1:1 you to be the Lor e . Come to UEi in these Cflinules that 

ight be ~a~ aware of you yoodneas , your purity and your 
hbliness . ~ke U8 glad , make us happy , make us joyful as 
celebrate what Christ has dona . . and w~at his spirit stan 
read'f1/ to do . 

Our rather , we are so~times puzzled hy the words which appal' 
ently ..ere meaningful to our praents ane' ancestors . '.il'i .,ray 
that we may seek, and that you will grant , the experiences 
which those .ords describe . W~8n w8 think of you grace , giv 
us an experience of your freely giv8n girts 80 th.t ~e sh.ll 
surely ~now what it is all about . . hen we spe.k of faith, 
l"Iay it co.,. to be clothed with persorllli rreaning . ~n II/e 
talk about sa l vation help us to m.~e it • matter 0" our 
heart ' and spirit ' s experience . Then. whet~er wa use the 
wnrds of not, .e shall ~e trul, your poeple. 

-ielp us to give up on the idea that life can do everybing for 
ourselves. a cannot Save ourselves , W~ cannot extricate our­
selves frolfll the web of hU'T\IIn sin ant' deceit , from the chainS 
of 80cl.1 bondages , ~or from the li~itatians placed on us 
by our ee l f - centeredness . Cause us to awake to you con­
stantly seeking love .• ready , as it were , to e~tend a 
rUvine hand and to lift us and to InIIke us whole . In a word, 
mey .e became aware of your grace - and in faith r.6pon~ to 
it . 

we t,"'lin:': now and bring into you a r esence th08e lives and those 
situhtions about which we ere concerned . Those which need 
the touch of your love , the couraqe which comes from you , 
the direction which you are able to p~rvlde . the comfort whth 
f l ows from your spirit and the challenge which is given US 
~y your goodness . So we !Jray for the needs 0' others , but 
keep us ever wi ndful of our own. 

We . l so intprcede for the strife torn .arld o( which .8 are a 
part .• for those who suffer pain, fo r t bose whose lives are 
..sted, for theee whose dignity ia saooed by oopression. fOr 
th08e whose energies have ••ned from disease , for t"tOS8 whose 
desi r e has been destroyed by constant re6uff . for those who 
guide the destinies of the nations , ane! for th~e who suffer 
fr~ the pain of hunge r .nd daprivation. 



Almighty God, the scripture tells us t~ be thenkful to you in 
ell things end ~sks us to acknowledge the blessings of life •.• 
we thank you most of all the one whom we can thank, even your­
self. For the creative ~nd transforming love, for the guidance 
of those IIIho have gone before us, e.nd for your guide.nce, for 
the freedom which lIIe heve been given in Christ end for the joy 
of relationship to you and to one another. 

We ~ive thanks for whatever you have given us; for health Bnd 
strength or for grace to live with imperfect health; for the love 
end cere of our famUy, for joys of friendship; the heeling of 
humor end laughter end the lifting power of music end the erts; 
and for every good gift of joy and renewal. We preise you for 
811 great men end women end for the little children we have know~ 
who have helped us on our .ey; for everyineight into truth, for 
every glimpse into the reality of the world around us - in men' 
end lIIomen, intae challenge or problems, in opportunities to help 
others. We thank you for the Church, the co~eny of faithful 
people in every lend, of every etation in life. We thank you 
for the nation which claims our loyalty and citizenship; .or ell. 
that is just end noble and right in our history. And we the~k 
you most of ell for your gIft of Jesus Christ. Freely we heve 
receIved. Let US freely gIve of ourselves to your ways end ser­
vice. 

Now Lord we bring you every soul who rebels agaInst giving you 
trenks which he does not feel, ~ill you try to understand us whe~ 
g1adnees for your gifh dies In the thought of man's inhumanity 
to men; In our remembrance of IIIhet we have lost or heve never 
received2 Turn our minde from what lIIe leck to what we possess 
thru being your children, loved by you. 

Let your spirit be poured out upon every church in every land. 
Guide our leadere of both church end state and grant courege and 
wisdom to ell those who give themselves to public service. 0 
God, whose son Jesus Christ heeled ell manner of Sickness, con,1 
his grecious work In the homes and hospitals of our land. Comfor t 
wIth your ddep assurance end lova those who ere In deep trouble 
becauss of bereavement, defeat, Dr despair. Hear us as we 11ft 
those poeple we know by name Into your presence. 

Grant that when we live this afternoon end the tomoorows thet we 
mey go forth to the world's waye and work that W8 may uee th!lt 
whIch we heva received from you to your glory. Let US feel yCMI 
grace end presence. 



rather Cod, before whom all the p0W9re of the unlvarea 
wIll ultimately bO\, I'OT ,/OJ have cr:;at erJ them, we CO"'18 to 
again thi. ~rning 1n ~omanta 0' prayer and eupplicatlone. 
, e do £0 beceur.e we know you ",:) the tho !.ord wit" "ur "'lnci! 
and deny times sense your lordahip with our spirits end 
heart. ~a ~ho are V"ur crp~tUT.s ca~ only oraiee and 
odors you, evan tllO we might decir.va ourselv.. into thinking 
th8t IIUI ar~ I"!Istpr"':- of I'l' 'r ')\' '1 destinies. Accept w~8t 
hono~ and glory wa cen give to you. 

~e come to you with thar~rul hearta anD .ith gratitude In 
!Jut' 'lpl~l ':a. I"'...... n 'ItS consi ("qT" the work Dr ),out hands around 
U5 \ .. '" mervel at your glory .n~ thenk you for aurroundlng us 
~!t., be~'Jf:~, enri rit;'lende'lla ""dar. !AlMn wa consider the work 
~f your l~~. in th6 creation or Man we stand amazed thet you 
'1i'~ -JP ..it" :,.. t'nd conti/nUl" til love and eoe"'ch ror us. We 
than e you 'or thnt. And when w. consider the .ay in which 
y'll) t:.srv1 t.!) 'J6 ~Hy we Pin Ilshall'l!d at our leck or loyalty. 
ro~ you h~~. ~urroundad ~ .ith an environment or relation 
en1 LOllllf !)I' ,.. tuel conC3rn and COlMIQn lIapirations. We s~e 
9uteful ror tf)et. But wtl.n we coneider your mighty ect. 
;,f l'lVB 8',d rA('811.~ t1on in JeIUII Christ, IIIrought for our 
.akes, we era clv9rwhellnSd by your grace and _rey . !Ale thank 
yrllJ ·or t~!lt. 

~B c~~ tQ you with hearts wn!ch are void and .moty, at laast 
at tiNeS; with ltv•• often lac~ing purpose; with loyelti8& 
.hi~~ at taet wavftr between the fleeting and the t ••rnal. 
!Ale dPeire to hftve, end ~ ask you to provide ue with, the 
th il""":~ necenery ror the full 11 re, that C'ollllllittlTltnt to Chris1 
which ..ill bring ..hobnaIlS end meaning to lira and thet ana... 
n~~8 of pwrp068 which will make our lives ahundant and worth 
wh!le. Giva us the courage to trust and to obey you • 

• e corne to you with acheS in our spirits and paine in our 
heed"" ".ceuee of tt,.. conditions of our world end the naade ot 
oUI8·lv•••~ our fellows. So we orey th.t you will, thru 
yOlr mi~hty po r, ~lnl~tar to the ~orld. to othere .n~ to 
u~ fulfilling our naadli and ClI1Ung U3 to a ne. lira in 
Chrht. Meer our intercf'!!i8iona and. if it be your d11, use 
u. in .,,"..ring OU1;. Don .r;k.~R' / .,." -iL ~ Ii7 

O.... 1.A4.. ..1-,...1-_........... ~-, ............., -r ........ ., 
Crent your uleesing upon us during the raNrining mollllnta of" 
t~ • .• orohip en<! cd_braUoe. _ : -4 ~ _ -tL. -p__ ­

w.t/Irl. ........ - ~ ... ...r~ -- •.~- . ~T2,<.I-
H c..wt. tW:. h-<. - ~D..::.~~ ~t! 
~ ~T .,;;r ~~tt:-. ...:. tt- A 
~~ r"' .- a...-. 
'tb~u,~ , . 
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Lord God, you who are the fount. in of all that i8 exceelent 
end be.utiful in human lif., onee more we trun to you, unre­
plani.hed, needing renew.l; .eek, needing atrength; tired 
needing reet. We have tried to content ours.lvss with l ••sar 
things but you have set eternaity in our hearts. We ar. rest­
less until wa find rnt in you. Into this ommunity of your 
people we coma to praia. you _ith our lips. y.t save U8 from 
the acient 8in of acknowledging you with our words .nd deny­
ing you .ith our actiona. Giva us linearity •• fr~ the un­
genuine lead us to the genuine. from the unre.l to the raal. 

o god, play upon the chor~ of our livee. We have often placed 
oura.lv.s at the disposal of the discords of the world that wa 
no- come to you that your spirit might touch ths strings of 
our hearts. 

Touch the string of gratitude. If our co~lalnta hava been 
80 many that we have lost perepect!va of thy ravor, grant us 
t~ wide horizonl so that .a might experiance, with the p.almi. 
&t, your steadfast love and be thrwkful for it. Remind us of 
the homas we carna from, tha high Intpriationa which w. have. 
Touch , too, the etiring. of lava. A.aken in US the .pirit of 
friend.hip and kindnea•• Save us frOtft re.entMent, and cynicislrI. 
If .omeone ha. wronged UI!I, help us to see .fresh how ,o_one 
ha. blessed UI. Kindle goodwill in our liv•••0 that our 
better •• lves May haya oppartnity for expression. Lst b.nevo­
lsnce, tolerance, understanding, compaasion and love poa•••• 
our soula 

Touch also tt-. aterner corda. Awaken our devotion. We pray 
for work to do and the strangth to do it. Sand us into t.ia 
agonizio4 generation whera no Men need wa.t. hie life in 
.le.ianca to the trivial to find our ta.ks .a your di.ciple. 
in our homee, in the church, in the state, in our business 
life, and in the whole fraternity of ..nkind•• that becauae 
we have lived and eought to be your witnes.es this ••rth may 
be • better place for t~, you to raise your children in. 

Lord, hare our preyers of interce8sion •• Our concerns some­
time. era not your concerns •• yet .e pray e.rnestly for 
your .ill be to done in all thing.. Visit our the thru wh.t­
ever meane you plea.. and touch with your love and power those 
.... 0 stand 1n .peeial ano personal need. We now name in our 
heert. thoae ~o~ we know that we would pray for •••• 

So touchour spirits, Our r.ther. Let our he.rt. awaka to 

prai.e you and than may .. go forth to sarve our Lord Jesus 
Chriat, in whose name wa puy. lman 
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o Eternal and loving God , on this joyful day of the cele­
bration of the hope which we as Christians share , we lift 
our praise to you singing, not only with our voices , but 
with our hearts as well He Is risen , he lives , he has over­
thrown the threats to the abundant I ife . he has overcome 
death, and he reigns king of king and lord of lords . Thanks 
be to , 0 God for he has brought life and Immortality to 
light . I~ you should condescend to bless us with such a 
certa inly Is not ours to understand •.. we only in humilty 
can ofter you praise.a~d Thanksgiving . May he I ive In each 
heart In this place ~ 

Yet , we know that there are many whose hearts and minds are 
closed to his rising and his presence . For them we pray , 
and we ask that if we have fal led in presenting the risen 
Christ in winsome and winning ways that you wi II guide us 
in the d~ys ahead . let us more fully reveal him to others , 
as you moee fully reveal yourself to us . And we know too 
that life has gone stale for many who once were visited by 
the living Christ . We pray that you wi II move once again into 
their being rei ighting the flames of conviction and dedica ­
tion. We know too that thos who have Been caught up by the 
living spirit of Christ sometimes flag and tire . Be to them 
a never fal I ing source of strength and vitality. 

Now , lord God , hear the thanksgiving we make . You have placed 
us in the environments of love and concern , In families and 
in a close community and we thank you . You have seen to it 
that our material needs are more than tended to , and we tank 
you ; you have made available to us those resources of the 
spirit which add meaning to our lives , and we thank you . You 
have added the dimension of depth , of joy , a peace, and of 
purpose to our living , and we thank you. You have provided 
In Jesus Christ a vision of your love and we tahnk you . 
have given us in his living spirit the power to be your 
children and we thank you . 

You 

listen now, loving Father , to the intercessions we 
we pause in stillness and Quietness .••• 

make as 

O~R FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NAME . THY 
KINGOQM C~'E THY WLLL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESRASSE 
AS WE FRGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US AND LEAD US NOT 
INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL FOR THINE IS THE 
KltlGOOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER . AMEN . 



Almighty God, you who have celled the .o~lds into baing, 
who pleced the sta~. in thair paths, .no o~d.~ad the ••ya 
0' natura in such es Manner as to confound the minds of men, 
yet who has c~.et.d the .pi~it of man in your own image, we 
laud and preise your n.me. We recognize you to ba the aupreml 
Lord of all being, yet tha lover of each human being. We 
who are your children thru faith in Jeeus Christ now draw 
!War to you in prayer, truaUng that you .ill dre. nan to us. 

~ke us thenkful people, 0 God. lItIen we consider your gifts 
and grace we can only bow in humility and gratitude bafore 
you. Even tho .a find it eome.hat contrery to our mood end 
dilp08iUon we are thenkful when we consider how you hava 
coma to us in times of trial and difficulty end given us your 
peace and direction. We are thankful for the relationships 
which we have with ona another - in families, in friendships, 
in casual associ.tiona - for we are coming to know that the 
life you hava given cannot be lived in ieol.tion. We are 
thenkful, too. when .e think about thee. abilities and ener­
gie. you heve given us .0 that we might create blessings for 
our.elve. and thet .e -tght mold our eurroundinga for our 
comfort end aasa. We are .~ grateful for the 8pirit of sac­
rifice you taught us in Jesus Christ beceuse ~ny have ehared 
end .ecrificed for us, And wa are grateful for your lova 
so gloriously sho.n in ..... lIS ehriat - how he lived. how he 
diad, how he .as raised, and how hi. apirit still .uetains us 
end bring. us both joy and challe~•. 

Listen now, our rather, to our concerns .s .e lay them before 
you. There are thoee who ara ill, who would greetly rejOice 
i r your hading touch were phced on them; there ara those who 
n. diacouragad who would taka heert if your atrength .ere 
given thaM; thara era thoee in placee of important leaderehip 
who could gr.etly belss mankind if you would guide them; there 
are your people who are banded togethar in churchae who could 
truly be your people if you would open their livee and hearts. 
ror all peoples, their conditions end their possibilitias••a 
pray. 

how, Lord, make 08 sensitive to you .ill and .ay. ~ora than 
th.t help ue accept your will for our own livea, placing our 
own de_irea in the background. Accept and atrength avery re­
solve Which ie mada today in commitment to you. And let us 
depart 'rom this place in fe. _omants refreahed. challengad, 
end recommitted to him who loved us eo much th.t he died ror 
08, JeaU8 Olriet our Lord in .hose ~PN/; name we pray. Amen. 



- -

;:t~_ ~l ~ocl, Lor' .. ; stu r11" b 
f r-~lung ~~el )(iee . nc lr tiL I', , B '-a 

,4:::- __ ;8[: to cel::brat _ n i t'J re er you' '.';., c';':on in 
the 0:2_'. n '3 1 canst.. ,4, "to orr .... ours Iv in 

r lee anl' l' orcohil, h .r', t'? ,J y~!!'.j tic po» l', hoping 
t;f;at yOl!:: strength ~y aco, our. Imla''''d ",',"'n we I!ens~ VOL'£' 

tlova fC':- w, !!.Ie ," r,ved tJ f; 1ink or nul' oon lack of 
1~6. li.'hen ~ljL.=r y l4 ~3no!'ooity t u:: it gl' tes a li ttl'3 
.:-n 01.J!' re!'V8S bec6u'" a knr ' t en 30 'Sthing of our o~'n 1'30k 
::f concern ~n~c s~on. 

~c re r"'sognbe ~th cur ·1" '::I end P 1 in oUt' :y~ rts 
_ 0:' L:) 8:.:' ~ .':.h r3 C ,11 thi_ r ntlll'lCL nd un ~r-

,. t~od hat it '. Cre~te in ue _anse or eorrCloll Cfiuse 0 

:.'-.%' :!} 1:' ,. -'hav! -::::-, ur uflCI-.,rist 1~~f3 ttitudes, 3m' our 
L." rots ",hie, eae. t~ t,..ka c'_li-,ht in sin.Why, if' we wer..; in 
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Sternel Spirit, ~hos. glory exceeds the comprehension of the 
humen ~ind, and whose holiness is ~ore than the human spirit 
can grasp we bring now to you the heart-faIt needs of our 
80uls. Wa unite now in common prayer, looking to you, the 
&curcs of all baing for confort, for ~uidanca, for (~rgivene8s 
end for a new calling from you. 

a offer to you for your usa any goodness which you car find 
in our liv9~. ~e 8sk that when ~e ar ~ Inyel to you that you 
~ill multiply our loyelty. If ther be 'ny co~~a9sion In 
nur be - 3' tak :t an~ it for the cere end lo~c ~f th~ 
u:'lcered r • .," and the loveles3. If there be tiny hl.h 651::­
Jnd nooe1 6nbi tions in our he de, help us to :'ind lIays of 
making them real in the practicel day by day affairs of lIfe. 
If thera be any benevolent y8~rnings in ouroutlook, let it 
ehow uP in the use of time, energies, and ~oney. Whersever 
1/8 have 8 trait like those found in our Lord - h~8~er feint 
they ~ight be _ giva us the wIll so to n~urieh, so to use, 
60 to practice them that our lives , as .ell 8e the lives of 

nl around us, I/ill know that we are followers e~d disciples 
of Jesus Christ . So we offer you whatever goodness, what­
ever beauty . whatever love tht we have in our lives, Baking 
you to halp us to ectualiz8 it and enlarge it in our doily 
e)(periences. 

Even tho , our Father, we ace prone to bewail the burden30me of 
our estate, II. give glory to you for your providential carEl • 
. • II cere whicn has mede us recipients of a great t;raca, of 
~re8t richnesse9. ~e prai&8 you for beauty and friedahip, 
for things and non-things, for your love and your spirit . Ae­
~ind us th~t .e are not poor, but rich if our heert snc alla~­
iance is stayed on you. for we ~now that treasuree of tha 
spirit far exceed any tre8~ura which may be corrupted or 
stolen. Sut forbid that our praise whould be with our tongue 
only•• may W8 find ways of neking our gratitude a way of 
life, and way in which your healing power is rr,ediated int.o 
the world . 

Meer now our intercessions on beha! r of the needy and the 
tr~Lbled world. Remind us that destiny hangs on the daily 
cBcisions hich we Bach render in our haarts end mines. Look 
both to our individual and corporate needs • • and let your 
concern and action flow to us all • • thDu us tf that be your 
will. c.~ ... J.." I II 11;; 
/iio- ,,~c.... ~ <.r .f .. 
''I I"f.;:i t._ 

''''H'~t?lL "7 "C < 

"=;....."-"--"=--' .:;.~ . ­



Eternal God, to whom we ow~ the gift of this dey's life , give 
us eslo the spirit to use it e8 ~e ought. Forbid thet we 
should stein the brightness of your gIft with eny eveil 
thought or derken it with eny shameful deed. Rather let your 
spirit breathe into our heerts todey high motives , pure de­
sires end e deep compession for others. Let your truth in­
form ~ minds . Let your justice end love make throne lIIithin 
us end rule over our errent wills. Let Christ be formed in 
us, end let US leern from him ell lowliness of heart . ell 
gentleness of beering , ell modlsty of speech , end helpfulness 
of ection, end promptness in the doing of your 111111. 

o God who hes emcompe5sed the whole ~orld with your mercy end 
who does not ~ill thet any of your children should perish, we 
call down your bleSSings upon ell who ere striving to make 
this world e better pIece to live . [specially W8 prey for 
.,11 who ere velient for truth; who lIIork for purer end Juster 
lellls; who ere working for pence among the nstions; who ere 
,ngeged in heeling diseeses; who ere i e ngeged in the relief 
~f poverty, who ere engeged in the rescue of the fallen. We 
prey for ell who ere working toward the restoretion of the 
unit~ of your church; for those who live the gospel; for 
~06~~P bear witness to Christ in ell they do; nnd for ell 
who BUr'~~ for righteousness sake . 

Ceet dow~ l o Lord, ell the forces of cruelty and wrong. De­
feet ell 8~lfish end worldly minded schemes. end prosper ell 
that iy conceived emoung us the spirit of Christ end cerried 
f~tohia~ 

Now to you, Our fether, lIIe offer our preise •. for our verio! 
blessing~: A home to ~hare and Friends to eherish;8 place 
to fill BOP work to db} 9 green world to live in ftnd pure 
air to brea~e; healthy exercise end sirr~le pleesures; our 
long history t~~~mber end its greet men to follow; much 
thet is worth ~nowing and the skill end science to know it; 
heppy days end inward celm thet you give in deys of gloom; 
the peece that comes from you which can dwell in U8; end the 
faith that looks thru deeth end the hope of the larger life 
beyond the greve. We thank you for your liberal hend and 
genl!!rous heert. 

Take now our heerts end make them generous in commitment to 
you . Thru Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, 



Let the wicked forsake his ways , and the unrighteous m.n his 
thoughts: let him return to the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: e broken and 
e contrite heart , 0 God, thou wilt not deapise . 

If we confe8s our 8ine , he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our Sins, end to clesnae us from all unrighteous ­
ness. 

f!!l !.2. Confe8sion 

The scriptures move us to acknewladge and confess our sins 
before almighty God, our heavenly father , .ith a humble, 
lowly , penitent , and obedient haert , to the end thet .e ~y 
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness end marcy. 
Wherefore I pray and beaeech you, as meny as are hare 
present . to accompeny me .ith a pure heart and humble voice , 
unto the throne of his heavenly grace . 

k~ 
Almighty God , from whom every good prayer cometh, and 
who POlJrsst out on all who desire it , the spirit IJf 
grace and supplication : Oellvsr us , when we draw near 
to thee , from coldnes8 of heart and wanderinge of mind , 
that with steadfast thoughts and kindled arfections, 
we may warship thee in spirit and in turht. 

xc~c?~ . 

Our Father , who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy 
kingdom come . thy will be done on eerth as it is in 
heavan. Give us this day our daily breed. And forgive 
us our trespessee, 8S we forgive those who treepsass _~ 
egeintt us . And leed us not into temptation, but deliv ­
er us from evil . For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen 



Lord Go~, 8gRin.e have co~ together to seek your guidance
and inspiration for the lifa you have given . We ~rvel at 
ybur greatness , end the love which you manifest in so many 
.ayS . ~e lift our hearts and voice. in praiae end ask that 
we can sense still deeper than .e do something of your nature , 
of your cheracter, of your baeuty . . Wa know its not p08eible 
for us to comprehend all of you~ because we are created by 
you end it i. not poee1ble for creature to fathom the wisdom 
and depth of the creator. So we worehip, • ecknOllleclging 
our debt to you and .e praie. you realizing that we cannot do 
you justice . 

Help us to Bceept your love end blsssings . We cannot really 
understand why you have 80 favored us . But perhaps we can be 
led by our worship and by our com.dtment to a new reletionehi, 
with you. Let us accept your goodness not asking end search­
ing for why •• but responding with love. Of cour.e , there 
are those among us who doubt that wa are richly fevored , and 
still fael that on our own pa.er and wisdom we have merited 
life and its accOl!'CJenying bleseings . We prey for the humility 
to pIece our gr~titud. where it belongs •• to you. 

Now Lord come to us and wake us from our elumber • • the sleep 
of dulled commitment to you. We no longer teka your co~nds 
seriously , w. heva cee.ed to believa that W8 can personally 
relate to you, w. have looked at Jesus with admiring eyea but 
have scour ned his .eye end called them imoractical. Wake us 
from tha dead canter WB have stopped on end caSue to the step 
ncrOS8 the barrier ~~pt ~e8ping us 'ro~ riaking our lives for 
your sake . We sometiMeS wonder why your wey borea us eo • . 
but we cen not be bored by 80mething we have not really tried 
•• •at least for a long time. 

Hear now our prayere of intercession. Heving decided, hope­
f~lly to servl you ~etter and to offer ourselves a little more 
completely we cen in good feith pray for other •• for we are 
more willing to offer ourselves a8 agents of your redeeming 
love. ee merciful tb the ill, deal kindly with those who 
are lonely, deal lovingly with those who stand at the brink 
of 80me of lif. le danger spate . Guide the effair. of ~n and 
nationa that we might not pariah. Speak gently to thoee .ho 
hide eecret sin, speak loudly to those who have ability end 
resource to help your movement greatly but presently are not 
willing to de 80. 

In all things let us seek the mind of christ that .a might pat­

tern our liv~~ after hie ~oirit . 



Eternel God, ",hose presence does inspire UI!!I to worship end 
preiae you , 8e ere reverent end thenkful e9 we bow now in 
preyer . You heve ~d8a yourself known in the glory of your 
love , and we ere hera to teste once egein thet love end to 
renew the spirit and ~in6s you heve 80 generously given us . 

o Lord, you heve made this world of beeuty end given us so 
many gifts of love , lifa , friendS , work. sacrament . feedeo~. 

end the greetsat gIft of all •• Jesus Christ our Lord. We 
ere thankful, help us when we ere ungrBteful . 

Let UI!!I pr ey fo r our l oved OnllS . Let us esk your will be done 
for them and thr u-the~, knowing that you love them even more 
then ",e do . Let_us gr ey for our city oFfic ial" for our st@te 
leader fo r those_ i n congree , end fo r the ?re~.i.dent . And for 
IB'" en§orcement off i cials that each may be given whet is 
neceS8!1 r y to deal justly Bnd ffllirly with B11 . Lat UB prey 
for the churches of Out c!!y and our wor ld •• that In spite 
of' our fzinngs we might -be commun.1tin of faith fBithful teect 
iog other s with your message of redempt i on. Lat us prBy for 
the anonymous lonely people who l i ve a r ound US ; for tha ol der 
citizens-festrlcted ny age end infirmi tiy; and for the youth 
you see~ r e.tirc ted by nothing . Let US ask God for help in 
sayi ng and doing the t which helps. Let us prey for thoee in 
deap need of understandi ng , of symoethy , of practicBI help; fOI 
those who ere eaSily hur t by critici sm; for those who criticize 
to eaally; for those troubled ebout merriegB ; end those per­
plexed et being alngle . Let US prey for the sick of body , of 
mind and soirit; for those recovering heelth in hospitals and 
homes, and 'or those who heve ~de themselves worse by their 
leck of love , of hops . of faIth i n god' s heeling power . 

Show your l ovingkindness , 0 God . to all who stand in need or he 
helD , b. wi th the weak until they rind strength. be with the 
s trong unt i l they become gentle. Cheer the lonely with your co 
company and the the ~orried with your peace . 

Come now end bless us witp your goodness end chellenge US 
with your comission. ~y we eccept for ourselves i n the wBek 
coming somethi ng task .e can do , 80 change or char acter we 
can accomp l ish . Then when ~~ we gether next week we cen b. 
truly thenkful . In the name of jesus Christ Amen. :I.....r I- / &.It J , ..;./, 
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Eternal God , The shepherd of our souls , out of the noiae end 
the turbulence of the world , W8 come with revernece to wor ­
shiP~. Refresh us with the spirit of of wonder anf awe . 
from the things ~~ R~~ mads , W8 come into thy sanctuary ~? ~ 
think of what t~ Rest made . Oe~pen our reverence for ~B 
end the vastness 8nd magnificence if' tli1 creation. In lNonder 
we lIIorship ~. 

I ~ , ' 
We come before t'7e with "egret ,or the wr,ongs WB have done. 
We have Bated many opportunities, we have mede ~ sad tela 
out of hat might have ' ieen a g'lorious story . We have burQen 
ad at ere when we 019l to have brought them joy; w~.;,t:ee­
pres ad them when we ught tQ have lifted th~m. We repe 
for all that has bee wron~ 1n us, B,nd we 1.knowle, g8 t re .. 
81 ty of o{ur sin. at, a f.ad 1n thy ITBrcy and loye selJa us 
out with firmer purpose and high resolves, with peniterce and 
power . 

We #~~/t~~~ beseech tha;i to strengttf'us so th.t we can hondl' 
the joys end adversities of our coming days . \/rIe ask no com­
fortable time , but we pray for the faith which will hold us 
secure when life's strome come to us. Let not prosperity 
spoil us or trotille shake us . Let rather joy be opportunity 
and trouble bring forth the best in us that we may be worthy 
disciples of the Christ who took into his life alike the 
joy of the lilies of the field end the suffering of the Cross 
of Calvary . 

We le.y before tJre our deep concern about thIA/ world . Grnat 
t~y.wPeople~'" intelligence and the courage to use it . Grant 
tHY people moral sensitivity and the strength to us it. We 
crucify Christ because we either knQU not what to do or , if 
we do know, do not have the streagth to do it . Save us and 
thy world From the insanity that turns man against man and 
men against ~~'8~ lYIay we learn to love others as we ought 
to love ~hda~ . . with hearts and soul and strnegth and mind . 

-:t/V1'\..
Grant us a fresh vision of taae 0 God . Let Christ cawn upon 
us anew today. IYIake everything escellent real to us. Break 
thru our dullness with the vision that life is beautiful and 
meaningful. Too eaSily we learn to despise life , teach us 
to love it. 

Come close to those in spaecil need, and beyond our power 
to ask of thee, be thou our adequate resource . Help us all 

to bear living witness to the grzce of Christ •• in whose 
name we pray/. 



a God, who has given us not only day for labor and night 
foe reet, but also the peace and stength to meke both 8 

promise of your goodness end love, grant, we ask you, that 
the quietness of this hour may be to us I!lI time of renewd 
end refrel!llshment or spirit that we mey be eble to finish the 
~urpose I!lInd work you have given U9. 

Lord God, we thank you for this deyls rest, in which we hy 
aside our daily duties to relse our bodies, to recreate our 
minds end to strengthen our spirits. We thank you for this 
hour of celebretion end worship in which we humbly bring our 
cares end anxieties to have the m elCamined in eccordence with 
your love and mercy. We elso bring our helf resolves and 
our unfulfilled commitments thet we might review them once 
egein end seek your guidance In keBping them. Our thanke­
giving is Itmited only be our dull spirits end the wunwilling. 
nese 'to admit that you ere the source of our blessings. Meke 
us thankful people. 

Abies new, 0 God, with those who serve the church, or rather 
serve you thru the church. Help US thet we mey truly become 
the body of Christ - ministering and serving in his oems •• 
let hie hands be our hands, hie feet our feet, his tongue our 
tongue. In your oeme, let us peak your Word of love and in 
your 'strength let us lift ~ the .aery and comfort the sor­
rowing •• Grant that no jealousy or envy of one another to 
silence your praise. Empower us all to be prophets of your 
purpose end priests of your grace. 

. I,V . 
Lord God, who knows our needs be fore ~ note them for you, 
we bring you our felns thet ws mey fece them and conquer 
them with you; we bring our inner loneliness or hurt that you 
may heal us. We bring our failures and sine thet we ' mey ' be 
forgiven; we bring to you anxious peJ!iOne; diecoure'ged onesJ 
because they have tried end Jal~!rt, ( wa bring those who feel 
the chIll of bereavement, t~.e who ~rB bou~tful or you end 
your love end those ,~~e temp;tB~ to despeir about a more 
just and brotBerly~~ety a~9&~~e who are hopeless about 
l118inhining and building peet;it. Grant to eech one that 
which he needs most.ld)~ 

The Lord has showed yp4, a people, whet ie good; and whet does 
her_quire of you but bo do justice end love mercy and welk 
humbly with your God. Go rorth in his name an~ with his peace. ' 



Eternal Cod, you love all you children • • accept us as w. 
coma to you in prsyer. 50'- of us eo,.. because •• cannot 
beer the burden of our sin. Sam. of ~ heva CON .carcel.,. 
knowing why •• t,ave CON •• meyb. because of' our doubh, 
our faare, and our inner hurts. Sut t~pp you ere love end 
you will bless us above all thet wa dare ask or seek. We 
.orship you and acknowledge you to be the lord. 

o Cod, _ource of light and love, .. give thanks to you for 
all that .. ow. for your guiding and s~tein1ng hand. We 
thank you for the _rcba of pa.t deye, and for your goodn9f'1a. 
IfIIe thenk you for our forerunner. in the faith who down thru 
tha ye.rs heve orepared the way for our Lord coming to u.j 

for the friends end d1eciples of J..us who ware the first to 
mak. hiM known. Thanks to you for the glad and loving hand 
of those .ho s.et to minis tar to oth.rs thru the church. for 
all people everywhere who proclaim in .ord and deed hie coadng 
and his Ns.age. 

God, here US aa we pray for our brothera and .i.tera of ...~ 
kind, Dir.ct end support the church. __ask for your help 
for the church in our land. Send your ble•• ings upon ell who 
seak to .erv. you thru the church. upt,old all whos. t ••k it 
is to .erve and guide the com~unity, the atat., the netion end 
tt,. world. S. the companion of those who have in th_ir hearta 
a paaeion for locial justice; who toil that ~n and women, 
and childr.n mey b. protected against poverty, ~i••as. and 
anything which would defil. the dignity which you have given 
the.. Bl... those who ~ke la•• , tho•• who enforce the~, 
thoee who di.ob.y the~, help thoa. who t.nd the ill to ••• 
peraone rether then fil.s, tho.e .ho re.poneibility it is to 
direct end rula oth.rs. 

Lord God reward with your love thoa. who labor for good end 
those who .ervica ia taken for granted. Help all tt,ose who 
work and ••rve - aven those who do ao in ..nial ta.ka - to 
haye a new eppraci.iton of their work end oontributions. Help 
each paraon of community, of our world, to underatand hi. 
vital i~ortance in tha to.al achame of your plan and wey/ 

Now, rather, apeak a word to .ach of us here gathered. ~y 
it call us fro~ oar lathargy into enthUliaa., fro. our aln 
into a new relationehip with one another. fro_ our weat. of 
ourselva. and our resources intoa caq)etent use of what you 
have given us. Speak a word that will enable us to beavB 
here in a fa. minut.s better than when •• arrived. 



Eternal God, from whoee creative power the univerae re_ 
ceived its form and b.auty, and from .hoee h.art of lova 
ceme tbe soul and .pirit of men, we lift our heerte and voice. 
to you in prayer end praiae, in thanksgiving end joy. We 
ecknowledge your wiadom and recognize your oth.rn.... And 
y.t .e know that you are not aeparated from us ror in Je.us 
Christ you have come very near to us, and with your apirit 
your cloe.nee. ancourage8 us and at times .mbarre•••• us. 

In thenk.giving •• turn to you rem.mbering your ble••inga. 
for atr.ngth to meet and meater ..eh day aa it eomesJ ror 
ineight and guidance to appraech the perplexiti•• or life; 
for pati.nc. and persi.t.nce in ~aling with the difficulti•• 
which enrich our day., ror e.nsitivity and co~a••ion which 
cause. our heart. to ach. when w. ob.arve human need, ror the 
aye to ••• and the ear to hear the beauty around USI for the 
Maturity and a.na. to take a aecond look and to rethink our 
priorities and prejudicee and for the raith and courage to 
take Ch~iat .t hia word.. Allor that, and ~uch more, accept 
eur tbanka. 

Wa pray, 0 God, that you will help us to look at ouraelvee 
in new wyas, h.lp US to p.er into the deptha or our spirits. 
wa are orten plagua by .~tinese, and badgered by doubts, and 
l.rt anxioue by r••linge or purpoeal.aeneae. We heve long 
clai~d that your spirit could heal our hurte and lead us to 
peece. Vat, eo orten, that hea not been trLe .ith \.8. So 
come to \.8 and reva.l the power of your lov., the etrength or 
a rirm r••olve, and the unifying power of ~.o conviction. 

Wa pray, Lord, for the needs or man. .. int.rcede for tho~e 
who labor for a b.tter today for your children, and for tho•• 
who aacrifice that oth.re might rind dignity and hope. Se 
with tho.e who .ndeavor to f•• d the hungry, c~oth. t •• naked, 
teech the illit.rat., and love the unloved. Be with us in 
our need. Pay he.d, Mercirul God, to tho•• p.r.o~ and aitua­
tion. which .e ••p.rately place b.rore you. 



Lord Coc ano ~ster of hy~n ~~stiny, ~a enter now lnto this 
~nts of the sncrnmant or prnyer. w. shall try to gi~~ to 
you tha honor and glory yOu c~sprv~, e~an tno ~4 don't r al­
ly unC.rsta~ you. ~e f .1, sOl-ti as .11 too v~9uety, that 
you are .. j-~tic and ell - now.rrul; thet you era lava end 
judge~ent c~ined;ft~ th.t you have cre.tec eno er. cr.­
ating . ~ccept wh.t praia. ~ can honestly renrter you , evan 
to the point or stretching our imagination. Lftt ue .ane. 
aOl'lllthing of your holio"58 amici our profl!ln. existenc.; let 
US f.. l ao tllinq of tha thrill of lita amid our uhtence 
~ich , .t time. , 1••11 too dull and routin-. 

Gtva ~ t~a p~er to be alert , alert to your prasence on • 
bri~ e.-a.r day . • ~ r••11 around us \he:. i_ that 
~ich ~ ••reek. of your glory and th.t which c.mon.trete. that 
11 fa abOt""cs . ....b us 8IIIar of the auty of pue.ornoot' , 
tha int~lr.t!on that CO~eS .hen anoth.r opens hineelr to va 
endrav••h tf,. spit! t wt1ich you hav.a cr••tad . ak. ue .ene ­
itiva to t~e move~nte , larye enq small, or your spirit in 
our axpariance - the laUghing of • chile , the h"unt1ng of a 
high thought , the surprize of • ne. id.a , lne cry of t~ • 
• f'llet:ec, t.he phllc:tl . y .. of the pained pU8on, and 
ttl . .gQing count-nafIC. of 51)11'eOne "'0 MJ"19ars - for food, 
or for leuw , or for ~der.tft~~ing , or ror 80 ana to care . 
Cl'~,ue ay.s to s • • , and .ars to hesr yOU in t,. a~ ~ts and 
• 1 t!orwhifJS whtcO.- !II: de)' to day eV'''rhncl'l. l' • cannot 
rind )'0,,", there , 11/••ra not likely to rind" you. 

I 
• ~Ard , ~~c.pt our then sgivinq. It 1s now ~n ~Brly 

.~h in Que liv,. , ~ut •• gr.tef~lly ftcknowledqa yOur bl.e. 
1"98. Your 91rt. ar. blyonc4 IJoJr c~r ..h."',!Il...... oerhaps 
th.t,. 1. wh~ we Q{t_ n Jltanp., in t,n~dhf th.t t"'e,. rully come 
fro you. r,~. Dr ue B¥e b••n co~orted enc at~~tr.n.d 
lhru l'Iours Dr ~o"'ow "nct lor'fOliN~!I this p"st ..... k, 1.1 thenic 
you rOt that. 50me have ~"d Qood rortu~ e • ~er ••y, 
w. Ir. prftteful. Ot~.r~ have b. ~ ~ bl.ss.d with r" joy 
coming to th.M. ThaoW you I&r tn.t. athlrS h.vI dlecovlr.d 
or r. - dilcov.red a rrl~nd , •• er. grateful. Nu~ roUi fir. 
your personel eclhiU." in our midst , o§ rJr .. t IlUltitud. 
ar. the bhll!linqe which yO provide for all. "'>.ke UI grat.ful. 

r.th.r Cod, wIll you causa .ach of us to s••k to discov.r our 
true •• lv.. in the rays a'teed'? Tak. allley Our f ••r , and ht 
UI poneer ll'l. con(litlo" and the potlntial of Ul. 11 r. you 
have Qh.n us. Th.n shflll our lord ,Jesut; Chrllt b. 8!)h t"l 
COIN to .... find call US lnto a d,.oer relaUonship to M,.,. 



Lord God, y.u are altogether good. You never do less than 

JUitice to mens instead, you al.ays do mora then juetice _ 

showing kindness .n.n .a heve no right to .xpect it, and 

repeatedly overlooking What •• owe you. 


Often .e find """f.';,;' you forgiving paopb ."0 seem to us 
to be greater sinners than wa ara. Help us not to be gruding 
and rasentful about thia. Delivar us from being so blind to 
the purpose of your genaroelty that .e t,~/t/_ call it un­
fairness. Rather, may .a iMitate your love by lOVing ona 
another, so that .e can safely pray a••e have been co~ndad 
"forgive us our tr.spasse. ae .. forgive theee .ho trespaes 
against us" 

Lord God. our- lifegiver and liberator, amka us both .lert 
end free in your .ervice. In the light of your truth may 
.a a•••hat value to ••t on each days evente, and ho. beet tc 
deploy our resourc" for ••ch cleye decieions. Help us to 
be head headed .ithout being hard hearted; and if •• have to 
choOie bet.een teo evila, give us at beet the w111 tp'""CIo 
right, and the a.surance th.t even when we are at our ';it. 
and .e are never out of your marcy's reach. 

father, .e are thankful for the heritage .hich is ours,one 
coming from a seemingly inconsequential .xperience on Aldara­
gete street genaretione ago I and ona derivad from your stn 
who visited our pl.nets age. ago. Help US to be more aware 
of our heritage. Sut let UI not dwell so much on the past 
that we neglect the preaeing opportunities and challenge. of 
the pre.ent. Endow us with the spirit or Christ which 
sent our forefathers out 8S witness.e with s burning COnvic­
tion or reha•• front sin. 

w. dare to pray for a heart-warming experience todey, in our 
time. W. acknowledge that w. cannot control your spirit, but 
help US to went to create the enviorment .here your apirit 
se.ms moat lik.ly to have its .ay with us. 

Now lov1ng God, visit with your s.irit ~on those who today 
sr. ill and sick. who ere distressed end anxiOUS, who rejoice 
for having reached one or 1ifes milestones. Grant your grac­
ioue guiding hand to those who graduate fr~ HS this .e.k • • 
and mey that hend be • light to them all their daye. 

Ouy h-tt..ey ,-""l...:. ...-+ ,.. heZ-<'c.... A2.I/~~,..,d b.c.. -It; ~~ 1Z.:t 
F:.111C:dJ.Vk. fC..... oL ,-tz..1 w-~Il be dOle. .t"1o.... el......"h--~ ,-+ , ........ 1.;.1.10'''' 
'" J oM} J I J. I .io,J L_(o/c .... 0; I!""" ~.........,-"1.'''' 'ts 'w.s aJc, Cf.,ty u~ l' ".J7'C.-U-t"L ~·")::J."Z.Lw:;I k~ ~'I-i.J 
I,IJ~,,- ~<;,. "-O! ~~t:"~"""-' ~.~e...A-i..f -:op l/,- I fiv 

4~ ~l#t lJ.tfo +~'''1j7 f~ f., ..... At d~/t"<'.:.f'S ,....-c..- ~.... 

rt.I" t! /< n:~ ~I....., / ...-.... ~ 0 ~ .. tL. CjU--y


IT- ... .?.. t! ,r' 
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'nee eQtlin , a Lord, your dny hlls come , end 1U8 have returned 
to your house , We ~~it hare in these 8ftcred mo~ent9 before 
you, but outside the .ells the beet qoes on, 

All our dnily concrana keep ~umming at us , 0 Lord , 9 hbVe 
cone h~ra to ~orshi~ you , but lUa find thet we ~re not v~ry 

00 at spirituel meditetion. So Kuch of everycey ' a pressuro 
beer in end ~own upon us even hera ~ the stuPid mistake we 
a 3 on the jOb , the tiqht budget at worO( end et home , the wey 
we nge to keep hurting those we love , t~e burden of unfin­
i ,ed responsibilities , n netion whose peo'les ere .et at 
o ,the blOod that still flows while e war winde down , the 
feor t;e~ clutches us in the night , the loneliness thet chIlls 
our souls when we least 8xoect , 

o o· peDce "nd light , ~e bow to prey end stillin our 
throobing hanrts the bent goes on. I there , Lore , no rest 
f r the .e~ry , ven ere no cnlrr for our trouoled soirits? 

Old US for this moment in your v ry prGsense , 0 od, open our 
ey to aee you 09 you really tire - crentor of heeven nnd t~i 
to ing eerth , lore: of hisotry, Itlvior of sinful n, 
ether 01" the fbtherlass nne" brothllr of ell who 5uffer , lind 

IIJ aver life is most deep rate, ;oc! .ith UD . 

r a US from Bny sense of relinioU$ fnilure oecouse W8 cennat 
ct the world off our ~inOO . cla lJu to BeB you c!lrryi, tl e 
ri r on your heertend 8 ~rlnq the bur ens which ooprBs9 us 

ev l" ay . 

aBet- us thllt worshi! hlch does not close its eye8 on the 
worl , but which qive us ne. 9i ht to ,ee you J'I, "t lUork 11 

11 e ,onrueion . ~ en.e ':) out from your house to cur 
our Jabs .. let us know t;!lt you ere there ewell 

us. cd , your B ole ~or th 8 ventles, no !on er r fu­
om lif !IS it is Jut il rl rchin to the usic 'Jf 

ur pu:- ut thero waere ~e bant ee on . 

lIlor hiD n.,.,rt fr'l th orld y':lU ave iv U!l t et 
ve ~~ for :lurselves, we t.: !Ink yOy for cnlli U'l to t 1 

ti t r" 11 r: ~ ,;,t te I/lic.!lt 
!tUng t" Y ur 11 are rl3teful for t ust i 
rend relctlona s whiCh ene !e u , wit you a1, t 

e 1 ! the worl... a ec t DI fLd. 'or ... s L. ri t 

e l'Jv nne 1 n 0 ey e c ., fl a t 11' . 



Lord Cod, our rath.r, Let us now be awne of your presance 
and holiness es WI involve ourselves in this time of prayar. 
It is not dways ..ay to senel your nenn8liis and your glory, 
for .1 ne uOliccuetomed to turning our ears and eyu to the 
h.,rt of ,11 that there Is. ~ .re more practiced at knOWing 
surface things • • such aa t"" ledg.r sheet, the paine and re­
grets of yes tar day, tha anxiaty about tomorrow, the immediate 
neads and desires of body and spirit, and urge to aucceed and 
to be accepted. Permit U8 now to fael, not only your presenca, 
b.t also, the h"rtbeat of the ultimate and the eter.d"those 
realittee which maka eVery~h real, t bose certetnities~ith_ 
out which nothing is certaln. W. .ant to glorify your name, 
WI went to praiae you• • e ant to ackna.ledge you as lord, 
we want to know that you ara the supreme raelity of the univarsl 
As we continLa worship, help U8 to know . 

Cive to us a renewed experience of your epirit. Even tho .a 
heve come face to face with you in .t time. in the past , we 
have found that we need encountars with you along tha way to 
keep vital our ralationship to you. But.a ask you to kaep 
U8 from baing salf- centered in our fdth •• USing it for our 

••kea. Help us rllth.r to lat our §a1th un us in your sertice. 


' Th,time.ns more than .a bargained for, perhaps. Vet, prove 

to us the glory and the joy of fully commiting oureelves to 


I
you •• willing to risk what that require.. Nothtng venturad, 

'nothing gained • • thatls true 1n the spiritual life a. well 

~n the- life of love and economics . 


As we are thus lad to serve you by serving others, grant us a 
larger vision of tha diff1cultnass of such sarvica, While 
being kind to one anothar, comforting others, and ths conven­
tional kind of sarvice is vsry significant •• show US thet 
more i8 involvad• • • working for unpoepular causes, calling 
to task the powerful, saaking to undermine and topple 
structures which perpetuate avil and the thwarting of human 
dignity. Let us not be afraid to be lika tha early disciples 
w were constantly in hot water but joyous end fraa. 

~e pray for others and for the conditions of men. medi.te 
you love and he.ling strangth to those who have suffered 
tragedy and loss , grant your grace to those who hunger and 
thrist •• in body and after righteousnass . In .11 things 
may .1 be wise enough to know the difference between your 
will end the accepted conventions of men. To Christ let our 
dedication be complete, to our brothers let our ser*lce be 
compassionate and wholehearted. 

http:Th,time.ns


Ltsrn"l ~od, who entered into our lives and world in Jesus 
ChriSt, come again to us that lIIe might knOlll something of your 
[JOllIer end glory. Come that lIIe rr-ight be li ftad into a naw re­

lationship with you, one which will per~it us to share in your 
lifa. in your spirit, in your work, find In your joy. 

Give US PBace in our hearts, in our relationships, and in the 
world . we rTl<lke the claim thflt Chritlt is the Prince of Peace, 
we C<'Ilillm to bB hi:. flollooIsrs, find yet, peace is strange to 
un. 50 grant us pilElCe, e'lnd make us peacemakers. 

~ive us joy . not just the surface elation that hflopiness that 
soreadS over us during this seeson, but that joy that nArmeate, 
the"'" ole of our being, thAt joy which is not dependent upon 
outward circumstances but flows fro~ inner certitude and out­
look. . aka us rT"'3dators of joy. 

l"ive us hooe, the hopa Wlhich overcomes our pronpness to give 
u~. to ecceot things the way they are. Enable u~ to aee be­
yond any present moment of stress, to aporooch the IIlhole of 
life with the affir~tion that yOu cnr~, and that you control. 
Let us not yield to despair, but confidently leok to you f~r 
guidance in fill of our doi "Ig5. ~ .ake us disf1e"e 3rs of hope. 

~ive us love •. not that you have ever ~ithhelj your love 
from us, Jut that we i-,eva a hero tima believing in the unlim­
ited neture of your lova. Since WB are somewhat limited in 
our willingness to lava, we have concluded thAt yDU ore too. 
'~Ike U8 lovers. 

,I·nka us willior:' to give. ~ot just the normal 1iving that ~e 
do et Christmas, but the giving that requires b G6crifice enc 
alwrlYs issues in Ulor< done for you. ·:i.fter 611, OUt Lore! set 
th", pattern for our giving - <I IAttern we look uoon as un­
fealisitc - and we have not even begun to Hapronct' it yet. 

ake U5 ,;ivers. 



Eternal God, Lord of life on both sides of the experience 
we cell deeth, into this place of worship we heve come for 
renewal end guidance. Even tho your word end spirit comes 
to us thru the ve,y human elements of persons, music, and 
spoken word, we sense e presence not our own • • a presence 
which lifts us, inspires Le, fills us with hope, and causes 
us to look deeper into our existence. We praise you and 
acknowledge you to be the Lord, the everlesting fether, the 
source end ground of our being. 

Teech us to look inwerd. Within our restless spirits let 
the light of your spirit illumine our enxieties and feers, 
end dispell our guilt end feilures. Help us to be generous 
in forgiving others es you ere generous in cleensing US 
when we turn in trust to you. 

Teech us to look outward. Give us syes to see the pein and 
turmoil around us; to see the perplexed end those who stend 
on the brink of eelf destruction. Help us to see the herioc 
efforts of good people end the contribution multitudes have 
made by their Feith end their love. Give us eyes to iee the 
courage behind the smiles we take much for grented, end let 
US see how much love inspires deeds of kindness; end how muct 
strength lies behind the gentleness which brings rest end 
peace. 

Teach us to turn our eyes upwerd. Let our vision, in spite 
of ell thet it encounters in humenrelations, heve the power 
to see thet you elone ere God. Give us the power to see your 
hand In the affeire of men and netions. help us to perceive 
that evil will not forever survive, that power divorced from 
goodness finally destroys itself. 

Hlep US to look forward, 88 well Lst us fece reelity with 
honsst eyes end couregeous heerts end undeuntad spirits. 
Let us look with confidence, knowing thet when we trust you 
our feet ere planted on firm ground es we wender thru the 
life you heve given us. 

Thank you, Lord God for your love end mercy, for your good­
ness end gnerosity. Gaent unto seeh of us the courage to 
commit our lives into your keeping end into your service. 



Eternal God of ~II ages , whose protective hand is apparent 
in history , whose spirit now offers us strength for the tasks 
at hand , and whose miqhty love and care make our hope for 
the suture sure; on this day of memory we pause In this holy 
plaCe to worship and praise you and to thank you for the 
gift of memory 

For we now call to mind Jesus Christ our lord. How the 
knowledge of him sustains us; how it causes us to reach be­
yond ourselves to that which is ever beyond our reach . We 
remember his life , his teaching , s his suffelng , his death , 
and his victory . In remf!mbering . we are thankful . 

We recal I also the knowledge of the forefathers of our 
national heritage . The spirit of sacrifice. the dedication 
to lofty principles , and the heritage they have given us 
we remember and are thankful. 

We think too of the many who fel I in battle that our 
privileges and our obliqations to freedom , to equal ity. 
and opportunity might remain undefiled and as abundantly 
avai lable to us as to them. We remember and are thankful . 

We r~mber , too , that great cloud of witnesses who 
stood strong for you thru the aqes , even to the point of 
death. Because of them we have a sure knowledqe of you , a 
God who loves and who has provided the means of our redemp­
tion. We commend to your love and care those members of this 
conqregation who have died this past year, thanking your for 
their faith and their Influence. We reMember and are thank­
fu I . 

And in our heart of hearts . we each see pass before uS 
the face of our own loved ones -- mother and fathers , sons 
and dauqhters , friendS and neighbors. And even tho lonoli ­
ness wei Is up to fl II our eyes with tears and pain and 
builds up within us to fi II our hearts with sorrow as we 
see the sight of their faces .. We remember and are 
thankful. 

But lest al I of our remembering and thanksgiving be 
mockery , we here offer ourselves to you that we may serve 
the ends and ideals and aspiration which they who have qone 
before stood strong in. r~d , have mercy on us if we fail 
them, for in fal ling them. we fail you •. and in fai ling 
you the spikes once aqain pierce your hands and feet , and 
blood trickles down and your I ife ebbs away. 

our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name thy 
kingdom come thy wi 11 be done on earth as it Is in heaven 
give us this day our dai Iy bread and forgive us our tres­
passes as we forqlve those who trespass against us and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evl I for thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever amen . 



o Lord, we ere here in your oresence end in fellowship with 
others who ere seeking you, We turn to you in preyer and 
supplication • , ~nowinq that you will ~ear the cry of our 
spirit and the yeerning of our heart. aut we wonder that we 
.ill eccept and resQond to your reSOOn5e. But we humble our­
selves before you eckno.ledging you to be the Lord •• the 
meker of heaven and eerth, the creator of the human spirit, 
and the susteiner of life. When we consider who you are, and 
what you have done and what you ere doing we een only praise 
you end marvel et your greetness. 

o Lord God, grant, thet because we era here and hava thought 
together about the business of living in t~, your presence, 
life may grow greeter for some who ara confused by it, heppier 
for soma who sre tasting the bitterness of it, sefer for those 
who ere feeling the peril of it, friendlier for some who are 
experiencing the loneliness of it, eerenar for some who are 
&a~a~~§ throbbing with the fever of it and holier for those 
to whom life has lost ell dignity, beauty end meaning. Speak 
to eech one here essembled, eaying: ••• if eny men is in 
Christ, he ie e new ereation". 

Help us, 0 Gad, to know that it is possible to become all that 
you intended for us to be •• persone fashioned after the 
pattern of our Lord Jpsus Christ. Take from us the too easy 
attitude of near despeir which causes us to believe that we 
have to be as we ere, that things have to be as they ere. Let 
us rather, in Christ's name, take hold of the life you heve 
given end .rest fro~ it the fullnese, the meaning, end the joy 
which is lost by our willingness to drift and only dream. 
Give us the attitude which eeys thet life was meant to be livec 
end not endured; to be given to rather then teken from; end 
given meaning in relationship to others rather than in self­
ishness. 

We prey. Lard God of our fethers, for this church end for its 
members end friends. Give us e new co~itment to ourtesk, e 
new understneding of our commission •• both as a congregetion 
and es individuals. Let there come emonget us a new end vitel 
movement of your spirit. Impart to us the power which enabled 
our spirituel forefethers to be more than conquerors, to be 
th08e who chenged the course of human society. Give us e 
vision or the greetness of our ceIling, end e 8ense of the 
importance of our lebors. for our ceIling is to save the 
world, end our labor, when founded in Chri8t, will not be in 
vein. (mpower us end guide us e5 we seek to be disciples in 
thi8 difficult 8ge. 
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Lord God, our prayers today era offered in the hUmble reali­
zation that you are able to hear us when we call upon you. 
We make our supplications knowing something of your marvel­
ousness, something of your greatness, something of yOut crea­
tive power, and something of your lova as revealed in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. You are great and greatly to be praised. 
$0 ws offer you our praiee and adoration, eensitive to your 
status aa creatures.ho thru Christ have become children. 

\/HI ask for openness of heart and racptivenees of spirit. If 
so~thing hes "happned during this time of worship and celebra­
tion which moved us • • but to which w. did not respond, 
bring that opportunity back that we may again be touched and 
changed by your spirit. If we closed our minds when a new 
end challenging idea was placed bafoes us, open them now and 
let us reconsider. If 1118 came hera th1e morning grudgingly, 
or to be eeen of men, or to seek 80me magic cure for the prob­
lems of li fe reopen the doors of our motives end our hearts 
and let the spirit of our lord come in. Show us, each one 
personally, that where two or three or more of the friends of 
Jesus are gatherad in his name that you will be there too. 
Show us, each of us, that the community of your people has 
the power to transform and to meke new. Show UB. each 0 f us, 
thet Ufe need not be mundane and boring, but that in Christ 
it cen have meaning and purpose. If you .ill do those things 
this morning, then we shell be eqipped for your service end 
joyously bound to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We thank you for your goodness, snd for the hand of judgement 
you place 1.4l0n ourlivss. Surely we cannot sin without bearing 
the consequencas •• consequences temp.red by your redeeming 
and life giving love. We express our gratitude for so much. 
• • ordinary things - like friends end food, marvelous things 
- like beauty and life, hidden things - llke the growth that 
comes from hardship end the po.er found in allowing ourselves 
to be i~ri80nad for Christ's sake. We thank you for moving 
in the lives of people in our community during this week and 
ask that they do notmowe out of your presence in the coming 
week. Grateful ae we are, give us a more grateful heart. 

Let us not forget to seek your guidarce end to ask your concerr 
upon those who still seek vainly for you, for those whose bas­
ic needs ara not met in this world where inequality is rampant, 
for those who beer the brant of some tragic or speciel event, 
for those who anxiousness dealays 8 leck of feith, and for 

those who ere fainting for want of strength beyond themselves. 
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o Lord, soon we ahall close ~e book of another yec, '!hat 
vh1ch is wri thn 1. Y:'1tten but thanke to you the burdens 
and gull t of much of it can be erased in your love. For 'We 

know that as tax a8 the east is from the west, that far do 
you remove our transgressions from. us. '18.ke from the book 
of 197~ the JlB6es which are marred by sin, torn by self--Ifill, 
and made untntellible ~ failure. 

Help us to dilcard all unworthy' th1.nge and not carr" them 

into the new year. Talte the duet and dead leaves from our 


lives, remove from U8 the vicioUli habits, the unworthy mo­
tIves, the lusts of the flesh, the ignoble passion. or the 
heart. Do away with the grudae., the bltterness, the mean 
disposition, the selfiShness and the greed. 

Help us to carry into the new year all the good that has 

been given ua this past 1'8ar •• whether that 8'00d came ae 

a gift or vas done thru our etforts. '!he days have seen 

much t.b.&t ousht never forget, and they have added, in your 


providenee, wisdom to our ltature. Let us carr;r rorvard. the 
love of our fellow lII8.D. and the love of you which matured or 
found its beg1nni.ng in the day_ past. May the increased 
affection and relationship w' found with others be enlarged 
and deepened. May we 108e nothing that ie gooal and m.ay we 
keep nothing that is evil/. 

We praise and thank you for the blessings ve have experienced, 
presently experience and will experience thru our Lord. ~e 
knov him &8 the u~to-date Chri.t end we affirm that his truth 
1-8 lI1U'e, hi. p:'&ce cannot be depleted, and hi. loaf d08s not 
diminish. 

We are avare of much fa:al t and tailure in our nation, 0 Cod; 
aelp us to patiently wait and vork for your deliversnca, and 
;~lp us, from president on down to common citisen, to act 
rlth hip idealism and pure motive that our acte can "become 
.he acca.eiona lSor #~ you to fulfill :rour purpose.. Jlring 

:ustice to our land and peace to the \lOrld. 

Move in and thru the church at Jesua Chirst in the \lOrld that. 
Jt may serve veIl the Christ and be used to Bave his people. 
Grant TOur favor upon this church that the spirit of love 118.7 

abide amon& UII t that va may do your good yorks J that we u.y 
call others to the way of Christ, and that ve m.a.y spread the 
good news of your .alvation to the world. 
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£ur.l Cad. you h.w reve.led , ....1' 1n the li'••nd 
oetion .nd ~.Hon D' ....UI Otrl.t••nd ... yOU 8PQk to 
ue .nd guide thru , ... S.,lrl t .....k ,ou to h.ar the 
Droy.r. 0' ,~ .,.apl••• th., or•• ln Dert. vaoellz.d 
ln th••• .a..nt. 0' publlc proy.r • 

.. hov. ca-e too-tlMr .. your aeopt. todlly rro. • world 

.hlch •••CkOM ue to tt••b."'er•• end o,ten u1•• to _ac. 

.,. thlnk th.t occept.rca e.... thru p..., .nd papulorlty. 

.. •••• ,"'var. 1oho ."lcl.ncy _itn .hlch thII .exld co~ 
dUCt. its o"OU•• ond .,en CCMlPor.d to the .rww, 0' the 
unch.nglnq .ttitude. _1th whldl the chur'd'I .Grlce. it .ort 
0' MlPer,. "'-C .nthUll.... And ..... the con'ldenc. 0' 
the IfOt 10 ond the appuent •••k,.•••• of the ahwd'l ond 
OW .puiU cry out _aUl. 0' COI'IC'Orn 

But .t111 .. hove c ..... _ knDll1ng 'ex 0 certalnt, t ..t the 
_.ld cannot giv.... llhet .....k .nd lIh.t .. "..d ­
t .... 1'0"...1 0' eur courog••nd .nthUll.....n­U,. ond 0 

h.nced by the lndwol1inq 0' y~ .~lrlt. 

~ 

Il1o bring ... ltV•• ' Polluhu by .i,. 0' gr••d••nq.r • 
.... u ...t. end pridllITlh'•• dorke".d by'......"d.ty. 
ono lncl r,.unc., 1i •• hurt by .ielc..... di••••••n 
De.th, l:~•• a.'••t.d by doubt'ul,.•• ond ~.glvlnge. 
We co. and hov. brought ~.lv••fb.ca.... _ "'ov. b ••n 
pr_••d 'orglv.,.•• 0' .~':!j UQhT ,. tho dirk ploCH. 
BU.Ongth to beor the hwt. end vletory ov.r a.'.ot... 
proy l"IOII 'or the 'ulf1l1.nt 0' yOUI' pror:.1•••• 

Heor our .... de of thonk8g1vlng. rar the p•• t •• it hII. 
~quU.p.d UI fer the pn••nt .nd •• lt h.B IiIlv.n UI en 
obundlirca 0' chollenge ond h_., far tn. pro••nt ond the 
'r••n vitality 0' new li'. "lon 1. p...ibl. in lt, .nd 
, ... the rutur. tMt ...y giv. our••l".. 'ully to your 
.wpoe.. thet the days ah.od III1ght b•••,••nd ....... ond 
.en1ng'ul '01' ;••,eU... to 'olIo.. __ tho'" ,ou rar 
the Chlrtat under 1Ih00a influenca .nd thru lIhoaa octivity 
0' lov. .. hove be.n gront.d the Clhanca 'or U'. ond 
hop•• 

L.t .. no. aubmit our Uv•• to the Spirit aD that .. COIn 
dep.rt fr.. thi•••,vice .nd b. fortl'l.d to dell, 11v. In 
.ccordonce .ith your ..,... Civ.... thia dey _ .t thi. 
U ... tho 111._ t .....lI1t _lobly to you, •• thot 
.. Me, b. kl"lOlln •• roll...... 0' ..s .... O1ri.t. our Lord •• 
ln .... oe ....... pr8y. a.n. 

http:ulf1l1.nt


Lord God, you are infinitely greater then our nobl•• t 
thoughts ebout you, you are everywhere pr•••nt, and your 
glory rill. all thing......k. your••lf real to ue no.. We 
r.v.re you, rather end Redee~r or our ltve•• ~ke this elace 
the house or God end ..ke the•• peocl. truly your people. 

o Cod wh se love ror all that you hav. cr.ated ie .hown in the 
orderline•• end her.any and be.uty or tn. univer.e, end eupre. 
ly in the ure and victory or our Lord ....sue Chriet; ror ell 
that you have dane, ror all that you heve given, ror .11 thet 
you ere no. doing and glving to le.d UI into the 11r. thet 1. 
lire indde.d, .. gIve you the prelee or our heerts. 

o Cod you ere perreet love, .. pr,y for the nothere, and reth­
er., the children Dr all the feMiliee or our co.aunity and 
nation, and ror the remilie. of mankind l.t yaur eoirit 0' lovi 
end .i.doM, or goodne•• end juetice, of patience and tendernes~ 

live in our live. end no-.e. Watch over all MOther. end rather' 
and _II other. who oare 'or end nurture children... bring to 
you our a-n ho.....kIng thet love rOt you .t11 ever ~re bInd 
our ramili•• cloeer to eech other. Co-. a.pecially to tho.e 
ho....here the Ught or love he. nearly tUckered out and 
i••till being bufreted by string .inds. Co.. end bring the 
peace of under. tending, the grede of forgiveneas,and the ~.r 
to reorder lIve. eo t~t eny faltering relationship mey ba re­
ne..d andre. tared. Into your heeling pre••nee .e bring to 
t~ you husbanda and wive. who ~y .till live together e. hUl­
band and wi'e but n.ve be.n driven apart by anlMD8ity, .elfl.~ 
nee., .talene•• , and even hatred' tho.e ho....herein perente 
end children an.re • co..,n .eUng ground but ~ve no genui,.. 
co~n life, theee ho... where Chri.t i. not the ~een gue.t 
but en unknown figure in the di.t.nt peet. Let your binding 
grece re.tore the unity end loy.lty and love now .1s.ing. ~y 
the ho..e ot your church be bound together .ith bonda which 
no .tre•• or feilure cen ever .ever. 

~ in .ilent preyer .. r...Mber berore you .ather., fethere, 
.iater., de.r one. who ere now in the unae.n be ever in our 
heert••••• 

Now 0 lord we co_net lnto your cere our .... Uon end pa.opie. 
forgive our cri•• orrece end clen, our .elfi.h eime, our in­
dlrferenc::e to the needs or othan. Turn to your ••y our peDDle 
end our leader. tn.t peace and justice Might be fir.!y entreche 
in our co..an lIfe. Enter no. into our hearts end bring aeace 
and cOlMltt ...nt in the ,..IM of ..... ue Chrlat. A_n. 



[ter,.l Cod, .. lndlvldwlly heve Joined In 'ell.."lp to 
ereet. thlo 1~f.1.N c_ty of your people. __ .r••uch 
en ur-arthy grCM.4' that _ wonder why you heve ch...n ue. 
And probably _ hayti to edIRit thet there are th"e afllOftg ue.0 do not ' ••1 that th.y are part or th. people who hav. 
b_n call.d apart to be Chrtet'.. Vet that I. our heritag. 
and It b th. incredible proreeeion that .. no. .tc. - yOW' 
ah..en people. Help .... to 11... ..., to euch • call1ing. 

Even with our uncertain relll~ ....ek the jay which can 
be hOW'B .e worehipeH and ••rvanta. Tr.... , It 1. a fay 
different fro. the happine.. which .rke thll uncon.itt.d 
Ufe •• but joy it 18 indeed. It ca..... fA to ctllebrate 
and be Oled .ven tho long tradition ha. 1""..ad r ••traint 
upan 0t6 activity and expr8I ••ion. H_ IfIUCh .. ne.d to give 
rorth in hon.8It .xpr•••ion or our appreciation rar your good­
na... But .. are .eered • • rellOVtl 0t6 rear rra- fA • 

.. ar••0 UNccuatOlllltd to thinking about et-rrwl thing. that 
even no. .... UI ere on the verge or 1..1ng attention, .o. 
heve long .81"'81 .orar8Id a••y, and ... ere perh.p. an the 
edge or .leep. -'y do .. have to be .0 dull? ror are not 
your actiOfW in tlw world. ar. not your warde ror fA today, 
ttw _t .xciting and i~ortent things around ... , The 
.arld d... not think .0 •• but .ur.ly, L.ord Cod, .. who 
are your people _t think .0. If .. don't do .a-thing 
to fA: • 

• 're In trouble Lord •• that i., the warld and ita people 
which you hev. enated ara threeteIWd. Apparently you rwad 
thai help or yO\a" PIt~la to gat you .ay. erant ... the guid­
ence and tlw .trength 810 that .. can be Iwlpera. 

Of CD..... you can't erford to daSMnd eF'tiraly on fA: •• you 
have your a.n way. of dOing thingli. So act a. you will 
upon tha .orld'. leader. end vip. that they Id.ght have your 
.i.~ in dOing the t.aks which heve be.n allotted the.. Act 
with thaae who atend in naad or .ny kind fulfilling their 
,.ed8, fargiveing their .i,.••••ing their aooran, cCMrorting 
their banav_nu, guiding their dac1..io,.., 
Aboue .11, have your .ay with U8 today 810 that ta..arra. will 
be changed becausa .. ere dirrerent. 

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NA~. THY KINCO~ 
CONE THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. CIVE US 
THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FIIICIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE 
FIIICIVE THOSE ~O TRESPASS AGAINST US AND LEAD US NOT INTO 
TEIIIPTATION BUT DELIVER US FRIJIII EVIL rllll THINE IS THE KINCOIJIII 
Arc THE POWER AND THE CLIIIY FllREVER. A~N. 

http:dac1..io


Lord Gad, wa now lift aur haarte and vaice. to you in preyar 
end supppl1cetion. ilia !IIckna.bdgB your dominion over us, 
thet you h!llv!II cree ted us end thet .e are your childrsn, 
children who ought to be reeponsive to your purposes and 
your weya. We prey for the insight end guidance end the 
courage to ba the people of Christ. Help us to know that 
first we must be ourselvee shedding the garments of unreality 
and corrupt images which we have taken on at the bahest of 
others and their expectations and at the urgings of our 
fears. Come to us, 0 God, and deal with us according to 
what wa are, not what .e try to be. Tehn can Chri*t come 
into our hearts end ~ind., bringing with him the miracle of 
transformation end renewal. 

make us thankful people •• gr!llteful for life, ite association 
its possibilitiee, ita Joys, and iteconquered defeata. for 
the richne.e of meterial things, end for the reservoirs of 
spiritual power we thank you. Most of all ,~ .e praise you 
for Jesus Chri*t .ho hes shown us your great and boundless 
love, who serves as our axample of the good and the true, 
and whoee presence gives us the poesibl11ty af present hape. 

Lord God our heavenly fethar, grant that ~, a& .e have re­
caivsd Jasue Chriat, ao we mey live in hi~; that .e mey look 
to tha nesds of others and put on the compassIon of our 
LOrd; that .e mey put to death all arroganca and pride and 
put on the humility of our Master; that .e may be set frea 
from anger and put on the patienca of Christ; thet .e may 
leave all bitterneas end resentment behind and put on the 
forgiveness of the Lord; end that in everything we do •• 
mey be fIllad with love of Jasus Christ~ 

Hear our intercassions, for they reflect our common concern 
for others and for yout world. ~y peace and harmony soon 
cometo mankind, may the dey be not far off when men ahall love 
with limit. Endow the leaders of the world with speCial light 
and vision during these perilous deye end be pleased to 
direct the leaders of our stata and Out city. Look in your 
tender mercy upon those who ara ill, or bareaved, or sorrowi~ 
or burdenllld, or who heve dIIe1aione to be made. lord. you 
know tha ~ed& of your children and we prey that you wIll 
act upon your coneern. We now offer ourselves, .here possible 
to serve as instruemants of your concern. Take whet .a cen 
offer and use it to the upbui1ding of your eys I!unong men. 
;OJ" y rd'k.,.. wJ..~ ,~ff /It A~1JeI... iu.ll,w,J be. tr.." J\~"tI iT.. 7 _~ ...~J'J- t!&,..p 

~..,tul/i¥ OOit(J ~h. e.bft.. a:£ ~/~ o. "C!!",-... e,:..~ fj,/e ~s ,#,,, d~'7 C1,:,,,,.. 
tI,?/, "r(!~ri ~ Ii""'i, .... ' (,LS CitY 7'W's ~<. o.ue. ':;Y"f'yf' n.u("~ ~u 
TIy, ,,,P""5 ~l:", ..;f ...~., le~c! uS ~,"I- .1 ... ;(. T<e~'p t.a.h ..... b~," -kl"'~r 
uC; 7Y""" e~~/ ~...- 11.'J..~ '.s ?Z."l /0""5 c/c--. ..... !'X~ ~(~...t!v <. 

"I'X.. 5'/~~ 4-.-(; ....~". ~ ... 



Lord Cod, our ~alp in egaa peat, our atrangth in the praaant 

and our hope ror the day. ahead • • •• turn to you ror re­

.toration or body and epirit. You ara tatarnal... are te.. 

poral - eo viait us with the touch or the everla.ting, even 

the .pirit or your love end your call. 


Let us be .ati.ried .ith t~ thing... already have. Our 
rich,.... rer outehadow the re.t or your chilkdre,... "'-ke 
us thankrul rathu than ba..ilingour lot and pieading for 
llOre e. tho .e ..re children crying 'or .are candy. Perhape 
your eare tire or our constant co~leint. about oW' lot. Give 
us tile good ee",. to kna. that .e are rich and bl....d. 

But .ill you petiently h.ar our preyer. far those bl••aing8 
or the apirit which are ao orten lacking because .e heve 
triad to aubatitute .. terial bla.ainga ror tne.. Grant us 
thOle thing••hich .ill bring p.eca, harMOny and .trength 
to our liv.s. ~ prey for inner re.ource. of the .oul •• 
that cause our he.rtat ~ to ble.d in the .ight or injustice 
and surfering or your children, that enable us to love 
.nen the world cri.. hat•• that l.ts us frogiva .hen our 
whole being erie. out for revenge. Give us that which .e 
.oat need - • Chriet-like .pirit 

~e intercade. 0 Lard. for ell ..n in whetevar condition 
tlley ara. .. prey ror our netion that equality and brother­
hood might bec~ real. that our national gosle will be in 
har&Ony with the cheract.r or our Master. Giva ••ch or us 
the will to b. Chriatlike in ell of our relationehip. • • 
judging our fellow ea our ..ster would. 8. att.ntive to 
the ,..eda and reilure. end .hortcoadnga of individlMla in 
our falla.llhip end in our c~n1ty. a.re.ve.nt ha. 
ca.. to ao.a thia ..ak, parplexitiea have botharad other., 
unfor ivan .in he. b.an tne burden of ..t or ... end hope. 
have b.en fruetr.ted. .tni.tar to ue in our ,..ed. 8e pre.et 
abo in our joy. that .. Id.ght constantly racognize that 
joy 18 trOll you. 

Loaok now to aach aou 1 gathered hare. A.aure ue of your 
perao,..l corw::.rn. Shed light upon the prdJla_ .hich 
plag... ue. _ke ue open end ...rt enough to rolla. your 
guidance, to be receptive your purpose •• 

http:corw::.rn
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Eternal God, Lodd of our fether!! ~st9r of the present , 
end our hope f~ future , unto tRee we turn in this eBcr. ment 
of preyer. lbDU art greet end majestic, el l .1se and power­
ful. we attend before thee 1~ ~~e end in feer , tresmbling 
at the thought of t~ •• thUu who art perfect goodness end 
love . Yet, ~ beat assured us that wa may approach ~ 
that thOu cto.t. cere for eech of us . Help us to know .u,y. 
concern for each Bf un individUB1, amazing and 88 incredible 
!II!!! it mey seem. Stay the pride which causes us to think that 
we deserve ~ mercies . Rether creete In us e huntlla 8cknOllll" 
ledgement thet it Is tnn who gives lova , not we who merit 
it . 

We intercede t. t"ee , 0 God , for thye chil:dren 8nd ..?y 
world . for those who seek to lead mankind, wilt ~eb 'gulde 
end upbo!d .tham end l ead them into the weys end the will 
which thou he&t for humankind? for the church which today 
wrestles with its own meaning and life , and thru which vast 
weves of discontent are rolling , we pray. for those who are 
entruated with the effeire of public offics , at whatever 
level , we ask that tAcu will forever keep before them the 
integrity and dedication c1ttmanded of public eervants . , 
for the ill, we beseech t~ to aned the touch of thy healing 
hand end the gift of renewed Feith thet tHY w1ll meight 
find acceptence . for the sorcowing , wilt th"Ot:J grant the 
presence of Christ wh~himeelf hast sorroowad? Tend to the 
various needs which tbou doet sae e_ong ua a8 we are gathered 
in this place . Thob knowe.t what i8 here •• we do not. 

Grant us the courage the place our livaa alongside the life 
of our Lord , to see our frail efforts at loving beside the 
glorious love of the cross . Eneble us to respond to the 
terrible judgement which ~1ove endcross pIeces upon . We 
can hardly bear to?" goodnees for it makes us see o~eelves 
as we are , we can hardly bear the thought of \~ love for 
reveels in ua the shallowness of our love. We ask "nee for 
courege to eccpst the forgivsness which tAeu Oost freely 
offer unto us . 

We ere grateful to thEre for the associetiOnB and ties of 
human friendship end re18tionships which 80 enrich life. 
for Christ who not only makes salvation for the future possible 
but who cen meWs the present abundant we give thanke . for 
daily proviSiOns, for numberless little things , for countless 
larger consideretions, we offer ~ our thenks. 

Lead us now to thee . In the name of JC our L. Arnen. 



Lord God, in our wendering IU SONtimes feared thl!lt 
we hed left you behind, end were on our own. In .mptiness 
•• st timea have looked forwl!lrd without hope, and thought 
thl!lt life had leet its meening. aut you are always pres.nt, 
here with us. 

In s.eking the kingdom, Lord, give us aingleminded de­
votion•• thet we mey encounter life brl!lvely end receive 
from it every onee of meening, that we may engage in its 
conflicts and hang on tho our kne.s buokle to receive and 
deserve our Lordls nIIW proud name of Christian. 

When the 'e.ming futility of life o.praeses us and w. 
f.al our onoentity, you have the courtesy to cell US by name, 
I!Ind we knau thet .e belong to you. You heve given us dignity t 

and nothing ought to daunt our courage. Accept our thanks 
50rretiJl'l8s our integrity is broken, our serr-estum is gone 
end lire beats U9 down. It is then thet IU cen cry to you 
end find direction I!Ind peece end sanity • • the renewel of 
our 11oes. 

Help us to trust you enough to aboay you, to follow 
you even while faltering, to periet in the face of all that 
oppeaee. Bid us come to you, acknowl6dgeing our lack of 
f61th, knowing that you will strengthen our trust until 
you can find 8 rock in us that even tha forc.s of Ivil can­
not move. 

Lord God, the story of your love for us makes us real­
ize thet there are ~ny others 88 .ell as ourselves who stand 
in n.eed of your help and your grace. 

50 we bring our prayers to yOUI For theee who suffer 
pain; for those whose minds are disturbad or never ~tured, 
for those who heve not had opportunity to reelize there 
potenti8l1tie8~ for those who ere satisfied with something 
less than the lif. for which they ware intended; for those 
who know their ahallowness, their need but do not know Jesus; 
for those ~ho know that they must shortly die, for those 
who cannot welt to die. 

by your grace mey we become 
lov... Thru Christ our Lord. 

-~ i- (. . ...- "- vi
/ . "­
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Lord God , you are the inepirietion to Ovr spirits snd you 
bring lig~t to our minds. You surround us deily with pro­
widentiel cere end love end your presence ,~ always with us , 
You heve condescended to reveel yourself to us end we see you 

best in Jesus Christ . We now pray to you , you who has amazed 
us , • for , even tho you are other than we by neture , you 
permit us to know you , ralate to you , end receive from you, 
Truly, we know, when we let ourselves admit it, that you erB .iii It.ajestic and marvelous God . We admit that we have tried to 

' • , 	 take your place end becalll9 our own fI".eB ters , but that has al ­
ways led us to despair and pein . So ~e turn to you , acknow­
ledging you to bs the lord end pledging our a l legiance to you. 

We are grateful people . At lSBst we try to baliewe that you 
ere responsibila for that in our lives which gives them mean­
ing end purpose . for that metter we tha~k you for life it ­
salf . We thank you for thoBe be~ies of our land which bless 
our hornes with a toub'l of the divine . We praise you for the 
little children in our midst which , in their innocence , tho 
sometimes impishly hidden, show us the spirit by whkch we 
can trust you l We thank you for the youth who challenge and 
correct us , who bring u9 to the point of despa i r end who 
lift us to the heights of pride and jay . We preise you for 
those who are in the pri~ of life,whokaep the machinery or 
society in running order , Bometi"es it seemB a8 tho it haS 
broken down. And certainly W8 praise you for th05e who 
we cell e~ed , wn088 wisdo~ and etore or experience i~asur­
ebly enriches us all , we than:.c you for Jesua Christ , the IIIeIn 
for all ages , who tho he died young , loved and dealt with 
those of all ag8s . 

Pe..-e now or Lord and listen to our intercessions - not thet 
our prayers ere important enough to stop you , but t~e people 
ere . We pray for thosa ~'lo are bereaved and ere lonely; for 
tn~e who stand in need for those things which would bring 
fulfillment to body mind end spirit . for those who Bre loaded 
down with unforgivene sin which stop. the from being the 
kind of per! on you wnat them to be ; and for all other needs 
which are present in o~r midst and in our world today . 

Our most fer vent prayer for the day is thanksgiving for the 
absence of open.ehd erme.d--1=onfUct i.,p...-the world~ We pray for 
the ~cod sapee , the mOrel strength , and the commit~nt to 
oeBce to...-keep it that wey _ 0..,.". rl.-fr-.a ... wL ~ ...f-,,, I..~~(A. ...., ~,n..Ao 
~ /1.." """-....,, ~ Kt",>"·."I,.. (! ':__, n:.., 4-.I( 6 ... d,... eo... ~l/tt- A""'" "\. 
A~f!v('" '- ' ... .. " ... -rt. s (h., d .... .... /4./'1 Ih~ l <I t-r.... j . ... t <t.&. ~y 
T."... p,(... ~ 'a i, "' ~ h,.... - .... , fc... .... ' ""L. "/vf!\.l:.a.~ "'->d'~' ...~ .... I.~ 
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(terne1 God, we turn now to you in the spirit and ettit~de of 
pr eyer , humb1tng ourselv8s before your throne or grace . a 
~rels8 yo ... , you w"'lose ntlture is co tllession, whose presence 
~rings joy , hose Word is truth end .hose spirit is goodness . 
We praise you , you whose countenance i6 Jeauty end in whose 
knowledge is our hope . We gi ve glory end honor to you. 

God of light and truth , in this strangely tangled time when 
confesed cries sound thru the world , we pray that you will 
quide us and your churC'l thru it all. aut more the n that , 
9i'.i& us prophetic vision last 1118 lose our lIIt1y and stufnble . 
'ake us acutely .were of our calling as your diciples , and 
may lIIe accept the burden of offer i ng to the crying world the 
word of truth , the gospel of grace , which we believe to b~ 
our "',ope and the lIIorld's hope as well . 

Sp~a~ to your people , 0 God endow lhem with insight , end with 
COf'!Dl!ISs.!.on , end .. i th coureg . Cive us men end women en 
yout~ who shere Christ ' s vision of "ternnl ve l ues eno ere not 
afreid of following the highest thftt they kno~ . Give us she e 
",he I"! we sttled for second .) '.-'l t , end theregret of a felsa paPlce 
bov-g"'t tlt the price of timidity . Let your grace work its 
liberating i1'ac1& amoung us that W8" ight be ·'os!tive witnesss 
to that ~:rQlce and thet r eelity . As your pao~le may we 
be li~~t9 to mens peths , with the mftnner of love end petjenc 
cro1.llning Olil' Ilol ys . 

r.a~e us peopla who know fro "",hence their bleSSings cor 
out of your hend 8no your power , "',ake uS ~rateful for lire 
an~ its opportunities , for peace and it9 sustaining pewar , 
for lovi! and 1 IS ability to conquer , for :)ope and its wa)" of 
leeding us ~,to to orrow with certa i nty , for faith and its 
power to g~"8 our Ih'Bs mea,.,ing and 'Jurpose , and for Christ 
2Ind "tis presence Ilssurirg us that we do not w81k thrw life 
rllone . illkee of us thenkfwl p.op1&/ 

We ~ra>4 Lord , for the varuous and auner y lIIay" th8t churc'1es 
anc Cl,ristions flre see'dng to ser .... a you *u the prograf'j ceilled 
K(Y "1 . We ask y'Jur blessings t+lon Ol,r cM rc, ' s endea or and 
ask to you 9uide tha memter8 of our pIe .. ing comrittee . ~ut 

not 2I10ne for ourselves co we pray , but / for others too . Hear 
U!' ftl;; we Ijl'"t :n our h rts ~n,J minds tt.ose p .ople arid sitl1'\ ­
tiona IAI~E' ather exhts need for your touch , ' 

(JO, fJt..,.. Ju .,1-" t.<4V'-". 11z11,-Ibt.1k, ~"", tI.~ IJ"5:;: 
~ It.." ~I/ Of. bJ>t.t... (M". ~ is li"-'$ .. " AezP~ c:.~ "S s 

0:'t ~kr cI.,(~ ~,.!.. /f..1 ~S'''( 0< .... t~,>I'=""?) "~~~ 
-.t.P5 c.t.. 7>{S7S.' ;z<;zo..d: ~ -4,IIr..L ~> "d- /<7"0 'Y­
-t2 ;?" B.:T- De 1,.,.-" ~$ ?",.,..: t;n/ ,<;;,... t-(,~ i< ~ 
c.....r tl.- -4-n~ I"#v<e y J. r~4> 7/...." rrr(!.tI~,.. .......e,. 
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Lord .. ~e f'!r somewhat F iliar .~~~ wh~t you ~~i~ to the J_ 
end the rly Christien. 

out clr ~opes ~nd fser , 
ut n~ we 
and a out 

went to talk wit~ yOL 
t"le chur-ch 61"' the 11111'1 i 

out' ti 

thnll<: of the ~urc'" !!I.S yOIiI' opllJ, 6 foretasto at leost of 
no, creation. ~n~ ~~rt ~f your purp~8 ~U9t heve been reelized 
in the church . SoretilTlBs the !ives of Christians does put tt-­
world t'!J ehar.e, 0 times the lives 'If' church:'8n heve put tl '3 

church to ehl!lll'e . .Jo";16tine lite do 6: ':h e 1001' Jo in rrocalim­
100 tha aspel thet ~Ieople Jl.Eitifil!lbly "I'IVA esclJse. ..') oL; f. 

not be too surprised ~hen they do not ~1!I.6ily find Christ 1n the 
church. H can we put this right . ~ can ~ur lives 9 
r le'3sad thr J the Christian cor.munity end tranrform its wore"'i 
end s9rvle • 

Fe 0; us nre peopla ~ith 9reet :nfluenee and responsibility , 
and we wondar that our prayers ctln effect the cour!5e of the 
I'orle'e life . Still we can't bel1sve that ",or end tyranny, 
, ,una 'In;::' ick,..;; 8 era the conditions unc..t' .hie!1 you want 

n to live. ..t't "18ny ,",ave ri!!yed for ; sacs, snl' .1' haB not 
;!en Jv~I'ted. r~nina is atill nor~l for meet pe~l9, cicknu~8 
l'ttill b l .s its toll ••. ')eli.ve tllot th.se ar ether re 
v~l to fought. end yet mankind p~t'ently 1s not sQli, d 

~., I"i)ht thlt"' end .dn. •. need the love .hich only yOL can 1 
_1 '. 16-Je "1ch! .rBp:lred I'DI' qretlt acr i "i~, creative 
tl10ught '!lind untiril'll:., ,flt":'e1CS. flbarauh':'le we 8S~ you t.o live 
lJS .. BngtJ" and etrenc't., tJ tho:..e IUhl l5uffar fr~ l!Iuch evils, 
end t'l us It:lrt to ways of meKlr""l it easier for the-. 

L~d, you ao~ti~s ~stoniBh us hy gr~ntmng rBq~~t9 hlc~ ~r~ 
Qnly helf former, 'y enriching our experience in unexpected 
lr', ent.: by rc lrdinc; us "r things we h'!lC: over100 d. 

!' you answer t~ rri!!yerl3 '8 Jtbr y the nutCDr.IEI 'Je t • 
you 'X'e. undorst"H'd your pur"lose hatter ene ll~v 

t"~ ith greater conf..:.iE 

FnT~[R L.'< 0 ~T I ,r; JE.'( H,iLLD..:O SE: TiY ,:, T-lY ,.1 CO 
C 	 : T:Y ~ILL SE 00 EO EART' AS IT IS IN HEkvE·, Clv[ ~~ TL 

Y G'il ;AIL" -:lE.\(., A'-i) fCRG~VE _oJ :"' ~ rqC3!=l1\.,:i";C.;l A:J .. : ro~,,;lI.I ... 
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